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= WILLIAM INNEs Winn 
| 4 and Baillie of the \ 
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T being the yes Defien of | 
5 human Society in general, 1 
ie Church or Chri- 
R ftian Soctety in particular 1 4 

5w, e Peace and Union a- | 
mongf its Members; its certainly the Duty | 
of every Perſon i in his Station, to uſe bis utmoſt * 
Endeawours, in order to accompliſh and obtain ſo | 
great an End. This mov d me to publiſ this 1 
Diſcourſe. I think its Innocent and well meant, | 


1 I bope may « do ood to > ſome, which is all I 3 


by it ry - 
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87 R. It being very Confpteuos-and- well 
known in this Place, loro much you by your ex- 
3 emplary Life, and charitable Tomper, have con- 
rriluted towards the removing Miſtakes, recon- 
4 cling of Differences, and ſweetning the Minds 
k of thoſ e under your Influence, and thereby, engag- 


' could not fon preſenting Dou with this ſhort 
1 Diſcourſe on Chriſtian Love, being 4 Subject 
ver) agreeable ta your Chri tian Temper, and 
; « 4 Teftimony of my fincere Affection, for a 
= worthy a Gentleman and kind "OO: 
am 1 with all Raßpect, EVE IND UN 
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5 Datkeith, 
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ing them to mutual Love and Concord; I 
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nei) is a Soft and gentle luft 

kl tion, brought into the World by th 

Prince of Peace, out bleſſed Saviour, in ox. 
10 cure the Batbarities of evil Mon, and 


der 


the Contentions of the Paſſionate: As it cht 


it the moſt intire and complese Syb- 
ts : | hs 3 & 
4: 80 | Kt 


tains in. 


„„ eee 
ver was yet Extant in the Wor 


: * 
* 


IV enjoining, vehemently, and altnoft per- 


. xeſling and inculcating the Excel- 
are ſlity, of this beſt of Graces and 
Virtues and propounding to us for our Imita- 
Enco t, the moſt lively and 
n Zxpangie.cf Kindaed and Cluny, 
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The Cbri ſtian s Character. 

that ever was, in the E ifg 

great Founder of our Religion, the Au 
and Finiſher of oui aith, Jeſus the Prince 


of — | 

But there is nothi @ grieve 
the Heart of a eu Of Ee ai ele 
Conſi ideration of the miſerable. Di racti 


e deplorable. Differences, and unnaturãl 
05 which are among thoſe, who pro- 
loi rious Religion of Chriſt Jeſus; 


BY Y ins our. Bleſſed Saviour and his A- 
n the Members of 1 the Chriſtian 


Es bobs Chari rity and, Union among 


l Harmle ſs as Doves, and Inicettt as Lambs) 


tranſported by. pre Fe Zeal, and pi- 
1840 W. lves and Ty 5 


dus, Pretences 1 into ers, q 
with a fierce and ge Fury, wund) 2 


17 and devour one another. 


che 
thor 


5 when it i remembred, that no 
5 pee frec jüent An more vehement- 


ans. That Heart mult de harder than 


None which does not bleed to ſee Chri- 
be (pho by the Command of their Great, 
bur 05 and tender Lord, ought ro be 


Ie 
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fight | 
ing, and contending with a Chriſtian; Vu : 4 


not poſſible there ſhould be ſo taking © Con- 
tentions in the Wor Id, in and abo tt 


her 3 to keep on a Mask of it, and un- 


' . The Chril ian's Charadter. - 2 1 Z 
-ded is melancholy to ſee a Chriſtian Jy 


that they ſhould contend and wrangle about 
Peace too, and that Peace it ſelf ſhould” be 


made an Argument of War, that is unnatu- 
| ral; And were it not that chere are many 


in the World who pretend o 


Treat Zeal fot 
ineſs; ir is 


Neligion, but are void of 


Re- 
, which is wholly made up of Paace 


ligion, 


and Truth, and which was ſent into the World 
ol 


to reconcile. the Hearts and Affections 
Men 40 one-agother.. Co Lun oi 
But now Chriſtians, who all profeſs. aw AF 
common Name and Faith, think they do 
not ſet their Seal to chat Truth, unlefs 
they ſhed the 7 of one another: And 
that commonly for Differences in Opinion, 


* * 


. for. Words, Names, Fancies and Conjectures. 


y better for Men to renounce 
4 to profeſs themſelves 


Enemies to Chriſtianity, ra- 


2 cer 


. 
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- 


ere no revealed Religion at all in the World, 
chan that it ſhould tranſpott Men with 6 wild 
a Fury; as if the Deſign of Religion were no 
| other, but co drive Men to commit Outrages, 
do ſupplant Government, to undermine the 
ellfare of Mankind, co diſturb Humane 


er that to be ſo fiery, and act ſhch horrid 
Things, ſo contrary to its Nat 
fon. 5 PE | | 2b 
ha: is Religion good for, if it be not 
to reform the Manners and Difpolitions of 
Men, and to reſtrain human 
Violence and Cruelty, from Falſhood and 


Freachery,from Sedicion and Rebellion, froth 
Harred, Wrath and Malice, Envy and Re- 


yenge, Spite and Prejudice  ohe againiſt u. 
nother; certainly it were better, that tlicte 


trary is this, not only to that new Command- 
t, which our 


Telus Chriſt has given to us of EG 11g oe 


another, even as he has loved us; bi 
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s of 
atuts from 


ocieties, and to make themſelves ten Times 
than they were before. How oppoſite and con- 
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jou, St. Fohn xiii. v. 35. He makes this 
great and viſible Mark and Character, of 
theſe that are truly and really Chriſtians, his 
Diſciples and followers : By this ſhall all 
men = 
love one to another. 3 3 £3. 
In which Words of our Blefled Saviour, 
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to that old Commandment, of loving our 
Neighbours as our ſelves. Lev. xix v. 18. 
Thou ſhalt not avenge nor bear any grudge 
againſt the children of thy people, but thou 
2 love thy neighbour as thy ſeif Now - 
Chriſt came not to abrogate the Law of Na- 
ture, bur to perfect and improve it, as he has 


ment, To love our Neighbour as our 1 

ſo by giving a new Commandment, To love. 
one another, even as Chriſt alſo hath loved us. 
| A new Commandment (lays he) I give unte 
Jou, that ye love one another, as I have loved 
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his 


ye bove. | 


5, that ye are my diſciples, i 


there are two Thin 3 and 2 third 

taught, Fir it is uppol 

theſe Words are ſpoken, either are, or ought 

to be Chriff's ** chat not only in 
40 


W ab 


* The Chriſtian's Charater. ; 
= Profeſiion, bur in - Singlcnefs' of Heart, not 
only verbally and by Name, but truely and_ 
really ſuch 0 FF 
EF This is cahly collected from thefe Words 
I are my Diſciples, Tis ſecondly ſuppoſed,” 
that all ſach-as are truely Chriff's Diſciples, 
dught to cndeayour to make it known to all 
the World, that they are ſuch. This is ap- 
parent from two Words more, Al Men ſhall 
E But, Thirdly, we arc to obſerve 
the important Leffon, which is here taught, 
(azad which is now-of all other Leſſons moſt 
worthy of our O— eſpecially if we re- 
fle& on the Times we live in) by what cer- 
tain Criterion or Way of Proof, we may make 
Men know, that we are Chriſts Diſciples, and 
certainly. the ſureſt Teftimony and Proof of I 
it (vhich is by Chriſt here pronounced to be | 
the infallible unerrable Mark of it) is this : 
Divine Qualification of mutual Love. They 
ſhall know it even by this, If ye have love 


No this is to, be the Subject of my Dif.” 
courſc, becaute it — nds nos. only the \ 
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Words. 


Diſguiſe, but that ye are m 
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Chief and Prime; but the whole Importance”: . Þ L 
of theſe. Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, a2 
| 4 | 2 "=P 1 ” | b 
we may judge, by comparing this Divine 
. | . . £ | a # * 4 * . | 1 i = 
Qualification of Maual Love; wich four-+ 7 


Exaphaſis char” wey be pet upon che, | 
: or, : | * : | : g N 


by this Men . ſhall gueſs or c njectute, thae | 
ye ate my Diſciples, but they ' know ir: 
your Diſ 


Nor does he ſay Secondly, That 


_ Cipleſhip under Chriſt ſhall be known,” as 4 


ſpecial Secret to ſome few; but as the Sun 


in his Meridian, All men ſhall- knotmo it. 


Nor does he ſay Thirdly, that all Men ſhalt 
know that ye ſeem to be my Diſciples by a 

| Diſci 5 withs- 
our Hypocriſy. Laſt of all, He does not 


| fay, That your Diſcipleſhip ſhall be non 
by decivable Tokens. He fays not, that all 
Men ſhall know that ye are my | Diſciples, by 


your aſſembling your ſelves together im the 


7 _ Houle of Prayer. He ſays not, that all Men 


ſhall know that ye are my Diſciples, by cry-- 
ing LOHD . LORD. He ſays not, fler dr 


3 2 Men 
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by your doing Miracles in-my Name. He 
F days not, that all Men ſhall know that ye 
are my Diſciples, by being Orthodox in your 
Br 
your Opinions. He ſa 


ſhall know that ye are my Diſciples, by your 


ſaying 
' am of Paul, and I am of Apollas, and I of 
Cephas, and I of, Chriſt. 1 Cor. i. v. 12. 


\ - known to be Chriſts Diſciples; but by this 
it ſhall be known, as by a Token that can 
never fail, if ye have Love one to. ano- 

But why 
towards. another here pronounced, by our 
Bleſſed Saviour, to be the authentick Mark 
and Criterion, by which we are known to be 
_ Chriſt's Diſciples, ſeeing Heathens and Infi- 
dels themſelves, by the very Law and Light 


one another; and accordingly we ſee many 


Fo Men ſhall know that ye ate my Diſciples, = 


ys not, that all Men 
being of this or that Faction and Profeſſion, 
as St. Paul taxeth the Corinthians, I 


No, no, by none of all theſe can ye be 


is mutual Love and Charity one 


of Nature and Reaſon, were taught to love 


Times, 


that there was never any Reli - 
| n 
u this Duty ſo much as the Chriſtian 
doeth, even in the utmoſt Extent of itÞcom- 
ing us to loye our Enemies, to bleſz 
Curſe us, to do Good to them 


them 


that hate us, to pray for them that deſpite- 


fully uſe and perſecute us. This is the 
2 and Supernatural Doctrine of out 
Bleſſed Saviour: This is indeed the proper 
Goodneſs and Excellency of the Chriftian 
Religion (as Tertullian obſerves) it bring 
S bang ee 

t pec only to WAEKUANS to love thei 
— — 
of them, and pray for them who lye in wait 


the Chriſtians, they embraced their Ene 
ales hoy 


— — — — * 


— them and prayed fe. 


— . q 2 


tereſt Enemies, and t 


„ The eee Classe, 


thirſted, they gave them Dtink, they would 


not be overcome of Evi; but oyepgcome 
Evil with Good. Nom. N. . 10 t. 
Ant accordingly ve find, that the Profeſ- 
ſion & the Primitive Chriſtians, was to hurt 


no- Man, to do _ Man. The 
n 


Chriſtians then did not confine their Love 


and Charity, their Bounty and Liberality, 
merely within the narrow Limits ot a Party, 
this or that Set of Men, but embraced an 


Object of Love and Pity wherever they met 
it; they were kind to ail, even to their bit- 


hold of Faith, that is to Chriſtians. In 


2 Word the mamal Love and Charity of 


the Primitive Chriſtians one to another, was 


ſo eminent and remarkable, and exemplary} 


as to be taken Notice of among the Hea- 


* 


thens, even to a Proverb, See lat the Chri- 


o Times devenerated from thefe firſt and 
put Ages: Alas we may nom be pointed by: 
T2 #7] * 4 


— 


d they did good to all 
tho more — to them of the Houſ- 


ſians love one another. But O hou far are 


— Q—Z—üb— — — — ——ͤ 2 2 
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c mee cee, 
4 very different Mark, Sor bow the Cie 
ans hate and reproach one another, ſee how 


the Chiiſtians-revile and diſparage-one ano. 
defame one another, fee how 'the Cliriſtians! 


underitiine:4hd overredch, dece 
rray one another; inſomuch, that it E be 
come a Proverb among the! u Ife 


” 


you will mightily | diſpleaſe hun, and! ie 


will ſay, wich a great deat ot Ni dam ! Mur 


4 you: think that Tama Cbri ſtian to diteiue 


and betray you, as the Chriſtians deceiue ani 


betray one Ab... 22 


* 


l How'lhivia char dhe Nasse dg Shu 


mould be thus biaſphemed. Oenainly if K 


a, or a Turk ora Heathen ſhould obſcrye; 


E 


7 


what Hatred, and Wrath and Malice, what 4 
Envy and Revenge, uhat Bitterneſs and An- 


nimoſiry, ' what Craftineſs and Tteachiery, 
what Cruelty, Spire and Pre; 
Chriſtians, in their Tranſactions, De 
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Commerce aud Converſarion one with.ano- 
but infer One of theſe Two 
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Chi 


ejudice, is among 


il fall, 
2 Dictates 8 
Love and Charity. 
entity, Juſtice and Equi 
. we-would by | 

ln N 
Comman 


— in this T 
and 


meant, when 
e by which 4 


P—_ as. An. Mo. Son ti 


mn the fi heſt Meaſure and: 
25 for « Man to lay 
end. And plentitul Store of this Love 
ve find among the Heathens; Hiſtories tell 
d not only of ſingle 
to lay down their Lives for their Friends, 
nd of Servants, who for ſaving their M. 3 
ſters, have deſtro) ed themſelves; 
| -_ whole Sects and ties of Men, 'y 
| g Love to one another, has raiſed 
' them Monuments in Sto , that will laſt as 
long as the Sun and Moon; 
were theſe P 
ſuch a Love, | 
4 Moſes or of Chri 
1 n a natural 


* 
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* 
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* — ky whick we ate known to 
Cbriſts Niſciples : We muſt not think 
ve have attaim d to chat excellent Love 
. 3 1s required of a —_ 


"ond 


144 Tie Chriftan's Chara. 
our Friends, or becauſe we ſtand faſt one to 
another, as being embarked in the ſame In- 


- reteſt, Drivers on of a Deſigg 


The Devils themſelves have their Com- 
binations, and are ſtill at Agreement among 
themſelves; but from a Principle of Policy, 

not of Love. Rebels and Traitors, Here- 
ticks and Schiſmaticks (the greateſt Enemies 
of the Church and State) are wont to hold 
themſelves cloſs together, as carrying on the 
ſame Deſign, but from a Principle of Facti- 
on, not of true Love. 31 
Zut what Sort of Love is it, by which a Man 
may be known to be Do Diſciple then? 

The ſureſt Way to know this is, to reflect a 
little on the Love of Chriſt, for ſuch as 
Chriſts Love was to us, ſuch muſt our Love 
be to him, and to one another; we have his 
Word for it in divers Places, as, A new com- 
mand ment, I give unto you, that ye love one 

anather, as I have loved jou. Now the Love 
of Chriſt was: both extenſively and inten- 
ſiyely great, and fo muſt ours. His Love 

reached to all in General, and to every Man 
1 ; * 


4 ' 


5 The Chriſtians Character. 15 
in particular, to all without Exception, with- 
dut the Exception of the Ungodly, without 
the Exception of Sinners, without the Ex- 
ception of Enemies. 7 
So our Love muſt reach unto all, even to 
our Enemies, and to our Enemies of all Sorts, 
not only to Fews and Twrks, and Heathens 
and Pagans, but to Rebels and Traitors, to 
Heretics and Schiſmatics, to our particular 
Perſecutors, and Slanderers, for whom we 
pray with the Church in her Litany, that 
GOD would turn their Hearts. tis not enough 
then, that we love our Friends, or thoſe of 
our own Side and Party, who agree with us 
in our Opinions and Perſwaſions, like many, 
who think they acquitt themſelves fairly, if 
they extend their Love and Charity, to theſe 
of their own Sect and Party, of their own 
Opinion and Perſwaſion, whom they call 
che Elect and the Faithful, as it all others 
were Infidels and Reprobates ; but we muſt 
extend our Love and Charity to all Mankind, 


* 


and Charity with all the World, we muſt 
3 — 


as Chriſtians, we muſt be in I= Love 


9 >" 
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F 16 The Chriſtian's Character. 
look upon all Men, even Heathens and In- 
fidels as our Brethren, as being linked and 


the ſame Womb ot Darkneſs and e 
into the ſame marvelous Light of the Truth, 


being Partakers of the ſame Faith, and Co- 
heirs of the ſame Hope, and are all bound 


up by that new Commandment, which our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt has given us, 

Jo love one another, even as he bo bo | 

And by this viſible Character we are known 


to all the World, to be Chri/?'s Diſciples and 
Followers, By this ſhall all men knoto that je 


are my diſciples (ſays our Bleſſed Saviour) 


if ye have love one to another. 


My Deſign then being to preſs this Duty 


of Love and Charity one to another (now 
grown ſo cold in theſc evil Times) as the 


great Conimandment, and the new Com- 


bound in a common Bond and Tve of Na- 
ture together. But there is yet a nearer Tye 
that binds us Chriſtians ; and that is our Re- 
lation to Chriſt, as being all Ro out of 


wed us: 


mandment, which the Bleſſed 7efws has left 
us; nothing can be more fotcible to this 


@ 
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more diſtinct 


ties, to the ſame Troubles, Cxoſſes and Ca- 
lamities, and ſo needing: 


1 . "Secondly, I ſhall look 580 A 
Partakers of the-fame. Fleſh and Blood, ha- 
ving one and the ſame, Gad d 


ſtians, as being all —— of that 
. Jeſus: Cbriſt is che Head, * being "0 
Pattakers of the ſame Faith, and Coheixs 'of 
the fame: Hope, upon all theſe Accounts ue 
are Brechten, and therefore e ought te 


End, chan to conſider __ Relarion, which, 4 

we ſtand in one to. >-anorder,, and for ; the 

SE 
confider Men' in theſe Three 

Et I ſhall look upon them in their com- 


mon Condition, Ae ſame Paſſi- 


ons, and being ſubject to the ſame Infirmi 


e bomragt 7 5 
anec of one andther. 1 5228 
them: 5 


an 1 


the ſame Nature for our co | 
_ Thirdly, I ſhall look u pon them as Chri- 


1 one another as Brethren. 
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- "And. Lofty;cI thall-dopdider the get Bis 5 
rence nnen now a Days gor BR. 
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ve. 


„u Tf Chat 91 
| ahi wid" one another. . ary; DIC: If 


. Pats, Accidprs, Chances and 


one anothier. 
Angels, and Death and Sickneſs, and Ten 
thouſand Accidents, to conſume and to diſ- 


ment we 


ing off theit Love and Chi 


Tho begin with che Pirſt 6f theſe 
Argumem which I hall make uſe 
Men to mutual Lote and 


i from: out common 


Condition; we have alt che ſame Paſſiens 
and are ſubject to rhe. ſamic Infirmitics, Dan- 


encies, 
One 2 


we need the Help and Affiſtance 


either, and thereforè we ſhould help. and 


romfort, fupport and relieve one ano- 
cher, aceorditip to our Abihty. We have 
Enemies eno 


tho we be not Enemies to 
We have the Devil and his 


ſolve us, yea the very Air which every Mo- 


| rg devour us. We are frail, 


ner. 
One Man is the Image ot another Man, 


. Hecauſe the fame Image of God is in all, e- 


0 


reath in and out, doeth ing 


periſhing, mortal and decaying, Crea- | 
ures. 1 us love one 


—— 4. — . — - 


very Man interprets another and declares 


ag in another. Man 


ance 2 
her, he ſees a P. 


the Crowns of great 


another, not only 
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20 The cee, Characker. 
Mind, which certainly he will be of, when F 
with Lazarus he lyes at the Gate of ano- 
ther, we know not (how proſperous ſoever ö 
out Condition may be for the Time) how 
ſoon we may ſtand in Need of the Help 
and Aſſiſtance, the Pity and Compaſſion of | 
Others; and therefore let us ſhew all the 
Kindneis, Help and Aſſiſtance, that we can 
to others, according to their Needs and our 
Abilities : So uncertain is our Condition 
in the World, ſo obnoxious are we to mani: 
fold Neceſſities, Itbubles and Calamities, 
chat there is no Man whoſe good Word, may 
not ſometimes ſtand us in ſtead, whoſe Help 
and Aſſiſtance may not ſometimes oblige us. 
The great P „ who triumphed over 
W was at alt beholden to a Slave, 
for celebrating his funeral Obſequies : We 
have all a natural Ambition & Deſi ire to be 
loved and reſpected by all. and in out Need 
we demand Aſſiſtancc, Commiſeration ot 
our Misfbrtunes and Relief. in our Dill, | 
ofoalt chat are able to tcliene us, and we 
ON” S and we 


r com- 


readil 


ſonable or unequal, than to require trom 
others thoſe good Tuttis, which' upon like 


Occaſion, we are unwilling to render to _ 
thers: 1 therefor love one another, 9 
we arc all in the ſame common Conditidh, — 47 


ject to che ſame Infirmities, Ctoſſes and Ci. 
[atnitics, we are mortal and decaying Eteset 


loye Iraq another TE 
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complain of — and Inhumanity, in 
theſe that refuſe to help and relieve us: And 
therefor in all Reaſon and Equity; y; we ſhould- 
pay the ſame Love, Aid and 
Comfort to others, which we expect fromm 
others; for certainly nothing is more unreg-: 


we have all the ſame Paffons, and are fab: - 


tures,” and thercfor we ſhould love one ano. 


ther, comfort and ſupport one another, helg 


and relieve, and one another accot-” 


17 5 — Ahilities. „ 26 


Phe Seconll Argument to pr " this. 
t'Love ad- Cha 7 = rowa an- : 


od, on of Nr 
A * 85 1 8 
oO, 


i W 
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The e — | 

Men, and made us all Brethren? Have we. 

not all one Father? Hatch not one God. 

| created us? Mat: ii. v. 10 Why chen 

do we deal 1750 6 every one againſt 

his Brother? 124 ought he needed to ſay | 
is 2 


no more to to prevent their | 
falling our by the Way, bur to mind them 

1 were all One lenz we 
are al 


e Workmanſhip & ap 
Hand of an unlimited Power. He that 
made the Idiot made the Scribe, he that 


upon all, binderh every 


e 
Wen e every Tongue from | 
Deceit, and yoda ng Man a Guard, 


; r every Man; and who 
hath made all theſe, have not I the Lord! 
N them all, and linked 


a of nes, in one common Bond 


2 Q? 
th | K i , 
vs > F * - * L . 83 . * 
- * . 
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port Others, as and pro- 
vide for our ſelves. One Blood in a Man- 
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We are all faſhioned according to the ſame 
original Idea, reſembling God our common 
Father. We are all endued with the fame 
Faculties, Inclinations and Affrctions, we 
all agree in the Eſſential and chief In- 
edients of our Conſtitution and ire on- 
y diſtinguiſhed” by. ſome accidental in- 
— del ble — of Age, Place, 


like, in which, in a very ſhort Time 
diffet as much from our ſelves as from 
thers; ſo that what Ariſtotle faid of a her 
is applicable to every Man, every Man is 
anothers ſelf, ſo he that hates another de- 
teſts his own Picture, he that wrongs an- 
ther, injures his 6wn Nature, he that _ 
Relief to another ſtarves a Member of his 
Tne meteiful Man: fas: Solon omiqn,” 
Doeth C wid to his own Soul, hut be that i 15 rut 

troubleth his ou Reſt: Prov. 11 V. 17. Nei-. 


ther can any perſdnal Fault; ertoneous Opi- 


gh 


nion: e*roneotis Practice dr Diſcourſe towards 


waſp diflolye theſe :Bands, fot a no Unkind- 1 


5a Brother: can wholly reſcind that 
Relation, or free us from the Duties annex- 


ed 


3 


6 
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ed'thereto; ſd neither can the Faults or In- 
juries, any different Opinion or Perfwaſion ' 
of any Man be a ſafhcient Ground to deny | 
Follies or Miſcarriages have been, we muſt 
pity him and pardon him, even to Ser ty 
times [even times, we maſt ſupply his Wants 
and Neceſſities, we muſt relieve. him in a 
ſtarving Condition, we muſt reſcue and de- 
| liver Tins, © it be in chic roy meer thas 
iſery or Calamity, which he has broughs 
hor? himſelf, - or is fallen into RTP 
tune; bur J ſhall leave this, and come th 
the Third Argument to pres this Dury: -of 


- Thirdly, We ard all Ohriſtians and Mem- 
bers of that Body, whercof Jeſas Chriſt is 
the Head, and therefore we ought, | To e 
one © another, e as Uf bas -lowell us;\ic | 
The Chtiſtian; Church is repreſented in 
Holy Scripture, as one Body united to Jeſur 
Chriſt, ho is the Saviout fi hir Bod, ind 
e Head of- Hisl Church. The So 
F mes 


to n T 0 keep 
nity ih 4% Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 
0-3 ie 2-6 Mie io om 
| Bond of Peace ſigniſie, but the external Com- 


; munion of the Chriſtian Church, when 
| Chriſtians live together as Members of the 


fame Body. -The Members of the Church 
. as they are Brethren by Nature, ſo they are 
alſo by Grace, they are all Fellow Chriſti- 
ans profeſſing the ſame Faith and Religion, 

they ate all Fellow Captives redeemed by 
the ſame Saviour, all Fellow Patients cured 
by the ſame Phyſician, they are comforted 
wy the ſame precious Prorniſes, and hall be 
own'd'all wich the ſame Glory. There is 
ond Faith. one Baptiſm, one Hope, one Eat- 


alle to be one, in all the Offices and Duties, 

which are required to the perfect Accom- | 
modation of all theſe. 
Liſten to the Commands of God W 
the Holy 3 and find-any Duty if 
Je 


ing, and deing one in all theſe, they ought L 
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emptorly commanded b 
S Holy Ghoſt, more frequently preſſed. 
by che Rs and Apoſtles than this How 
often does the Goſpel of Peace call upon 


us, to follow Peace with all Men if it be 
poſſible, and as much as in us lies, to live 


peaceably with all Men? How much more 
with | Fara Men of the ſame Church 


and Faith, and Religion with our ſelves, _ 
for to ſuch it is written, be of one I» 
live in in Pcace, follow Righteouſneſs, Faich, 
Charity and Peace, with all them that call 
on the Lord Feſus. - 

Now if Love and Union, * ſo neceſ- 
fary a Duty of Chriſtianity, conſider what 
the Evil of Schiſm is, which rends the ſeam- 
leſs Coat of Chriſt, and divides his Church 
into ſo many Parties and Factions. The 
State ot Chriſtendom, u 
lorable upon many Accounts, nothing 
— E inte- 
ſtine Factions and Diviſions, Tunules and 
Diſoiders that are in it. We have bu Two 
ee World, the Ne: 


18 The Chriſtian's Character. 
fare 6f our Bodies, and the © Salvation of 
our Souls; and both theſe will be endan- 
| = cred by our Contentions and . Diviſions. 


Hows made- ho guilded Baits to delude 


Confuſion : Men now a Days ſet their 
Wits on Work, to bring Religioh and 
Government to their Intereſt and Humour; 


we may ſee now not only Breach of Cha- 


theiſm, Breach of common 


neſty, the Violation of Oaths and Contracts, 
Murders and Maſſacres, Treaſons and Re- 
belons,- are the fad Conlequents:« of Diſ- 


fentiors in Religion. 
1 utely theſe are the laſt and work Day 1 


mere t 
m Eartin ever 90d dat 
Porn; when weile thete 
ang Prriſtons foſtered aud the! 
es Thy o 


Mt, Yr re 


59 


d and Right, Libetty and Religion are 
Men, whereby their Souls ate expoſed to 


riry, Hatred, Malice and Envy, . bur even * 


Alas which was chere in the Chtiſtian World, | 


% 


ver more. Atheiſts to mock at 


ſtudying Diviſions, affecting Parties, F 
W Children, veadiag and tearing A 
their Mother's Bowels. Alas many are our 


oa * "When, mere.chere 6 5 


when more Hereticks, to N Tevile 
and flandet it. When more N 


like 


ſpiritual and temporal Enemies, and ſtrong 


is the League of Impiety that we are to en- 


counter with in this World, our moſt uni- 
ted Forces and joint Endeavouts, are all too 
little againſt them. And is it fit for Us to 
be divided amongſt our ſelves, when whole 
Troops of Moa and Ammon, and Mount 
Heir are: ready to encounter us? Alas that 


Chriſtiatis ener not, that whatever dif- 


ferent O] 
us, yet we ought all to be Members of- che 
Church, that one Body whereof Jeſus.Chrift 
is Fe — 1 Head. "And i is it not a Thing 


gue reviling,. che FHs 


vinions or Perſwafions are among 


* — 1 Teeth devouring. e 
ders ffn ny. x 


| Schifms and Divifgons, that are among us? How many An 


© his Diſciples. 
if je love 


true Religion, and all becauſe they Eift<r trum them in their 


Monltroſity 
right Men fo far aſunder, that they cannot look 


| | A* 
themss are thundred out for trifliug Opinions * And how few 
Hands arelifted up for Charity, which! is the Saul and Life of 
igion the, great Commandment, and new Commandment 

ich our LORD and Saviour N fr Chriſt has left us, an 
eat Badge N — we are known to be 
By 8 all en know' that ye are my Diſciples 
Se has loved us. FOOTER. Jp 4 


n Let us conſider the great Pretence that Men have now 


che 


— 


Amity with one another; and that is, that Men live in dan- 
gerons Errors, are Enemies of Faith and Goodneſs, and the 


days; fir breaking of them Love and Charity, Unity and 


trifling Opinions; they cannot live in Lore wich them wha 
Jove to live in Error : Error hath a foul Face, bears a diſtafte- 
ful and loathſome Name; but if we will reaſonably confider 


' the Matter, we ſhall find that Error carties no ſuch Defor- 


mity, no ſuch Terror or along with it, as to at- 
| | upon one a- 
nother in that Relation: But if there were any fuch Power in 
it, the very Name of Love and Amity muſt be quite wiped out 
from among the Children of Men, there being al as many 
ſeveral Opinions in the World as Men, and moſt of them erro- 
. neous. But why may W 2 be divided in Opinion, and 
ted in Charity? Why may they not draw oppoſite 
ne gp gt ITT] 

ven about Religion, and yer be of the ſame Mind one towar 
another? All Truths are not alike clear, nor all Duties ali 
-weiphty : Some Truths are of ſo little Evi 


fe 
* 
* 
* 
— 


Lives and Converſations, to 
verſies, and about which we make ſuch a Noiſe and 


de offended with any Man, for his Ignor 


It vers heartily to be wiſht, that Chriſtians would conſider 


mat che Artickes ot Faith, theſe Things which GOD has:mad: 


and H 
e 


to de believed by every one in Order to Salvation 
appineſs are but very few ; and they are all ſo-plainly anti 
clearly let down in Holy Scripture, that it is impoſſible for any 
fincere honeſt minded Man to miſs the true Senſe of them, and 
they have an immediat Influence upon Men's ice, their 
make the Matter of our Contro- 


and for which we fo bitrerly cenſuxe, and anathematize one 
another, are quite of another Nature, they are neither o 
clearly revear'd in Scripture, but that good and learnid Men, 
may after their beſt Endeavours, vary in their Notiops and 
Sentiments about them. It cannot be thought that GOD will 


moſt of theſe Thmgs, which 


ance or Miſtakes's- 
Chriſtian, living in O- 


bout them. And if a Man be à good 


bedience to the ſupreme Powers and Dignities in Church and 
State, why ſhould we be angry with him, for having 


Opinions than our Selves in Things indifferent? Why ſhould 
ve not rather permit Men to ule their Uaderſtandings as well 
as they can; and where they fail of the Truth ta bear with 
them, as doubtleſs GOD himſelf will,” rather than by Rick- 


— — 
* * 
nl a * 1 ” 
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o * * « i "I 2 
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The Chriſti ee : 
| the great Commandment and nem Commandment that ou 
Tord and Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt has given us, of loving age. ano- 
ther, even as he has loved us. Men have no ſooner 


to themſelves a Party, but as ſoon they advance to aa Aeon 
nnd Alienation of _ 2 others. Were it not for this, 
1 many of the Vulgar to be ſuch 
Bigots in ther veral F 472 Uaderſtandings are too 
weak: to have any clear 2 2 ns of the 
they — for, oaly their Leaders have ginen them 
general confuſed Nations, juſt enough to excite their Diſ- 
ar , againſt all that differ;fram.them, and 

— Ared, Wrath and Malice, muſt preſently he 
called-Zeal for God, and 2 hence — theſe 


E That rheir Ons 1 — are — 
. fied ons, and then make chem the Shibbolerb, by which 
-they di inate not only their own Friends, but GOD's too, 
they Jock up the Gates of Heaven, againſt all who bring not 
their Opinions alongſt with them, tor a Ticket of Admirrance : 
Aud altho” they make the Way wide. enough to receive the 
moſt ſcandalous Sinner of their own Perſwaſion, yet they, pro- 
nounce ir impoſſible to the ſtricteſt Piety of one that differs 
from them. A do Men mutu- 
ally doom and damn one another to eternal Perdition, ne ver 


ates, t — 2 4 — 4 — the —— 


at all, it is onl 
deren from their own, that — heir 


£14 ' 
* ＋ 


eker, „ Chatter. - 1 
PAI in Te 5 Dipoliiens 28 


rhete ——4 
188. 2 which the 
d each cr; 40 9blige. t em oe e one another 
ma Fave ande ity ; 3, and rhe” IE de 
of Judgment 1585 them, yet neverthelels,. they 
1 the, Matter, th at. at 
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rly, inculcated, to. be garneſily 


1 
| | Fas the Ea, of ol Chriftians,, 


ang. Race, mutual Aimiry, and, 
;ppret heron i 4 855 de ear 2 | 
p the IX: We great — oc Come 
5 ö | . Heut which GOD: gave the Jews, and 48 
eie confels, n | 


bar chop eral a running: 


ithſtandin 
50 en ve — GOD- 
Ek 10 x the TY Side e ere 
* BD. wt. 4 nut ke, Jer Chg Char 50. 


2 


mY 12 


at alto pere might. he.an 


iy we is Sachen eRelgtes en 


—ů— y cond. ne- 


2 


zð fir for us, and who can well deliver her out of all her Froubles. l 
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and Character of their Profe ſſion, and tba there was neter 


ſo many — Diſputes and 
bled into fo many Sects and Parties, that has been proſecuted. 
by all the ſeveral Pretendets to ir, with fo much Heat and Fu- 
ry, and implacable Animofity, that has been made the Occa- 


 fica offo — Tumult, War and Blood-ſhed, as this excel 


lent and innocent Religion of ours. 
When ſhall that happy Unity, and perfe& Charity blefs the 
Church ot GOD, in being one Flock under the great 2 
and Shepherd of our Souls * when ſhah the Breaches of Z 


be made up? When ſhall Jeruſalem, by being at Unity in ix 


|  kelf, become the Glory of the whole Earth, the City of the 
great King. Long have we hoped to lee goed Days, and en- 


pected better Limes, but the Harveſt is paſt, the 
ended, and we are not delivered; but 4a we muſt hape to 
the End, and commit our Cauſe to God, . who beſt knows what 


there be any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels of Metcy - 
that at length Jaying aſide all Bitterneſs ad Wrath, and Ma- 


lice and evil. Speaking, all Variance and Emulation, all needs S 
leſs. Quarrels and Contentions, we ſhould unanimouſly jois 
together, in following after the Things that make for Peace, 3 


Kill. remembring 3 great Commandment and new Command- 
ment, that our LORD has 


MAT "Almighty GOD again inſpire all Lovers and Mendernof big 
wth this excellent 
the- Intereſt of our Bleſſed Sauiour 


* 8 
8 


Religion, and the Peace aud. 


Lt = 26% 


any Religion known in the World, that has been intituled t 
Quarrels, that has been crcum- 


given us, To love one ancther, as: be: - 
nn the viſible Character of all true Chriſtians, By 


this hall al men know thas je amy d fü, nnn 54 


Spirit, to the Glory of bis Haly Lan 1 
neſs of alrhe Genuine Members of — Bud, irs 4 
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